
 

   Student Services Bulletin  

A message from our Supervisor of School Counseling……. 

On behalf of our School Counseling Department, I would like to wel-

come you all back to a new school year.  Our counselors are always 

available to assist both students and families toward the fulfillment of 

your goals and aspirations.  Throughout the year, the counselors will be 

issuing student passes for individual meetings and presenting mini-

lessons in classrooms, as well.  All students are still able to make ap-

pointments with their counselors at any time.  Establishing a relation-

ship with your school counselor is important and it is never too late to 

start.  Keep in mind that a new school year means new beginnings.   

Each year of high school is important and each year holds new experi-

ences and new challenges!  Being involved in positive activities in and 

out of the classroom makes for a memorable and meaningful high 

school experience.   Good luck on a terrific 2018—2019 school year!!  

Welcome Back to School! 
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Counselor Ext. 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Denise Talotta 596 A - Cin A - Che A - Che 

 

A - C 

 

Maggie Ely 593 Cio - Gol 

 

Chi - Ge 

 

Chi - Fo 

 

D - Gi 

 

Jennifer Kuo 584 Gos - Koh 

 

Gi - Lap 

 

Fr - J 

 

Gl - K 

 

Michael Stone 588 Koo - Mih 

 

Lar - O 

 

K - N 

 

L - N 

Jennifer Ferentz 569 Min - Sed P - Sc O - Sa O - She 

Stephen Jochum 591 Sel - Z 

 

Sh - Z 

 

Sc - Z Shi - Z 

 

School Counselor Student Assignments 2018—2019  

Supervisor: Kelly Peterfriend - Ext. 530                                                                                        

Secretarial Staff for the School Counseling Department:                                                                      

Ann Karpinecz—Ext. 509; Lori Geimke—Ext. 519; Linda Roberto—Ext. 556 

Special Services Staff 
Director: Thomas Buono—Ext. 520 

Special Services Secretary: Mary Corbett—Ext. 516 

Lyle Becourtney……………………………………………………….……………….……………………………..School Psychologist 

Cathy Berberian………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Social Worker 

Robin Burton……………………………………………………………………………………….…….…Speech-Language Therapist 

Melissa DiBartolo*…………………………………………………………………………………….……………….School Psychologist 

Allison Fasse………………………..……………………………………..…………...Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant 

Jessica Verdicchio………………………………………………………………………...…………………………………..Social Worker 
 

*Melissa DiBartolo(School Psychologist) - Ms.DiBartolo joined us from Cavallini Middle School in March 

where she was a school psychologist for 2 1/2 years.  Ms. DiBartolo earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in 

Psychology from Stockton College and her Master's Degree and Professional Diploma in School Psychology 

from Kean University.  Ms. DiBartolo will also be the Interact/Rotary club's advisor this school year and could 

not be more excited.  She is very thankful to be a part of the Northern Highlands community and is looking 

forward to an amazing year! 
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Mark Your Calendar 

2018-2019 School Counseling Programs 

 
 

 

September 20 Bergen County Directors of Guidance College Fair at FDU 

September 25 Senior Parent Night & Financial Aid Night with the Higher Education 

Student Assistance Authority (HESAA) 

October 11  The First Step – a 9th grade program including Naviance 

October 18  Standardized Testing Night (grades 9-11) 

November 1  College Night for Juniors 

April 11   College Admission Panel  

May 9   Parent-to-Parent 

 

 

 

 

 

All programs will be help in Hopkins Hall and will begin at 7:00 P.M. 

(unless otherwise indicated). 
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Maggie Ely (School Counseling ) –  Hello! My name is Maggie Ely and I am thrilled to be a new addition to the Northern 
Highlands Guidance Department this upcoming year. I have been working as a counselor in the Chicagoland area for 
the past few years after receiving my M.A. in Counseling from Montclair State University in 2016. Also, this winter I will 
be helping out with the NH girls basketball program which I could not be more excited about! I feel so fortunate to be a 
part of the Northern Highlands community and am looking forward to a great year!  

Allison Fasse (Special Education/LDT-C)  - Mrs. Faasse joins us from Brookside Middle School where she was a teacher 
for twelve years. She comes with sixteen years of teaching experience and recently became a Learning Disabled Teach-
er Consultant. Mrs. Faasse is a mother to four fabulous children who fill most of her free time with sporting events, 
family nights, and tons of laundry. When she gets alone time she enjoys reading and cleaning. She is very excited to 
join the staff at Northern Highlands!  

Catherine Hinchen (Science) - Miss Hinchen, a Northern Highlands alumnus, is very excited to be returning to her roots 
to begin her teaching career at Northern Highlands Regional HS.   Miss Hinchen earned her B.S. in Neuroscience from 
the College of William and Mary and her M.A. in Teaching from Montclair State University. This year, Miss Hinchen will 
be teaching honors biology, CP chemistry, and sports medicine. In addition to teaching in the science department, Miss 
Hinchen will be continuing in her role as a coach for the cross country, winter and spring track teams. In her free time, 
Miss Hinchen enjoys spending time with family and friends, going to the beach, exercising, and watching sports - go 
Yankees!  

Kyle Kubicki (Music) -  Mr. Kubicki is very excited to be joining the Music Department at Northern Highlands this year! 
He recently received his Master of Arts degree in Music Performance from Montclair State University and completed 
his Bachelor's of Music degree in Music Education from the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Mr. Kubicki previous-
ly taught Band and Music at Norwood Public School. Mr. Kubicki is thrilled to also be the director of the Highlands Regi-
ment Marching Band, Jazz Band, and joining the Musical Theater team. In his spare time, Mr. Kubicki loves to play pi-
ano and saxophone,  travel, and ride the world's tallest and fastest roller coasters! He is very thankful to be a part of 
the Northern Highlands community and is looking forward to an amazing school year!  

Jennifer Simone (Social Studies) - Hello, my name is Jennifer Simone and I am excited to join the Northern Highlands 
social studies department.  I recently received my Bachelor of Arts degree from Gettysburg College where I was a histo-
ry major and in the teacher certification program.  I have experience working for the National Park Service as a battle-
field tour guide and for Colonial Williamsburg as a historical interpreter.  After growing up in Mahwah, I am excited to 
be back home in Bergen County and working at such a wonderful high school.  

Zachary Stephens (English) -  Mr. Stephens is a recovering computer engineer who finished his BA in English with Hon-
ors and a French Minor at Montclair State University in 2015. Despite his mastery of the English language, Mr. Ste-
phens lacks adequate means to express how excited he is to be working with the talented students and faculty at 
Northern Highlands where he will be teaching Honors Humanities, Literature About Society, and American Literature. 
In his free time, Mr. Stephens enjoys gardening, cooking, playing in a band with his best friends, and plotting to build a 
project car for drafting. 

Shaina Strang-Wolf (English) - Mrs. Strang-Wolf is elated to join the faculty at Northern Highlands. She graduated sum-
ma cum laude from Seton Hall University with a double major in English Literature Honors and Secondary Education. 
She is currently a Master's Degree candidate whose specific area of scholarship focuses on ancient epic poetry and lit-
erature of monstrosity. For the last nine years, she has served as a high school English teacher, most recently teaching 
sophomore and junior honors at Hawthorne High School. She enjoys Shakespeare, dead languages, and the company 
of dogs. She looks forward to an amazing school year! 

Kyle Wengerter (Social Studies) - Hello, my name is Kyle Wengerter and I am excited to be on-staff at Northern High-
lands! I completed my B.A. in History from Franklin and Marshall College in 2012 and my Masters in Teaching from Rut-
gers University in 2014. Currently, I am pursuing my Special Education Certification through Rowan University. Prior to 
Northern Highlands, I have taught Social Studies and Special Education at Hanover Park High School (East Hanover, NJ) 
and Indian Hills High School (Oakland, NJ), respectively. Over the summer, I spent two-weeks at University of Virginia 
as part of an NEH Grant to study Monticello and Thomas Jefferson. I am looking forward to an incredible school year at 
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College Representatives’ Visits  
Please check Naviance for all of the colleges and universities who will be visiting Northern Highlands this fall.   

Please sign up in Naviance at least 24 hours in advance.  Please print your Naviance Visit Confirmation as your 

pass.  (Right click on the screen to print).  Remember that these are not excused absences. Check period 

times and classes you will be missing before you commit to a college visit.  

Got Naviance?  

Naviance Test Prep….. 

 

What is the secret to exceptional test scores?  

Practice and personalization.  

PrepMe offers a unique approach to PSAT, SAT and ACT test preparation that individualizes 

instruction based on the unique strengths and weaknesses of each student.  

A personal schedule is built for each student based on where he/she needs the most help, 

and how much time he/she has to prepare for the test.  

This new feature can be found under resources on the right side of your home screen.   

PrepMe is a personalized, adaptive learning solution that allows students to focus on the 

skills needed to maximize their PSAT, SAT, and/or ACT scores.  
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Important Standardized Testing Information  

2018—2019 SAT/SAT Subject Test Dates 

Test Dates  Test    Registration Deadline  Scores Back  

 

August 25  SAT & Subject Tests  July 27    September 7 

October 6  SAT & Subject Tests  September 7   October 19 

November 3  SAT & Subject Tests  October 5   November 16 

December 1  SAT & Subject Tests  November 2   December 14 

March 9  SAT Only                       February 8   March 22 

May 4   SAT & Subject Tests  April 5    May 17 

June 1   SAT & Subject Tests  May 3    July 10 

 

Students must register on-line for the SAT and SAT Subject Tests at www.collegeboard.com.  Register early to take advantage of 

the following benefits: 

A)  Increase your chances of being assigned to a preferred test center. 

B)  Receive your admission ticket by email. 

C)  Choose Student Search Service – which gives you the opportunity to be recruited by colleges, universities, and  scholarship    

programs. 

 

2018—2019 ACT Test Dates 

 Test Dates   Registration Deadline  Score Release * 

 September 8   August 12   September 18; October 2 

 October 27   September 28   November 6; November 20 

 December 8   November 2   December 18; January 1 

 February 9   January 11   February 19; March 5 

 April 13    March 8   April 23; May 7 

 June 8    May 3    June 18; July 2 

 July 13    June 14    July 23; August 6 

 

Students must register on-line for the ACT at www.actstudent.org.   

*Please note the first date for the score release is for the multiple choice section only, the second date is the complete score.  
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Senior Parent Night 
 

On Tuesday, September 25th at 7:00 PM, the Northern Highlands 

School Counseling Department will host 

Senior Parent Night 

 

 

The following topics will be covered: 

 

 The Application Process 

 The Common Application 

 Transcript Requests 

 eDocs 

 Letters of Recommendation 

 The Essay 

 Student Responsibilities  

 Final Reminders 

 Scholarships 

 Financial Aid with the Higher Education Student Assistance 

Authority (HESAA) 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you on the 25th!  
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The First Step: 

A 9th Grade Program 

Thursday, October 11th at 7:00 PM 

  

Please join us to learn more about the following topics:    

  

 The Role of a Counselor  

 The Student Handbook  

 School wires 

 Genesis/Grades/ Transcripts 

 Graduation Requirements  

 Course Curriculum  

 PSAT/ASPIRE/SAT/ACT/Subject Tests 

 Getting Involved  

 Naviance  

  

  

Students are encouraged to attend. 

 We look forward to seeing you on the 11th!  
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The School Counseling/Special Services Suite is a place where…… 

 Students and parents at Northern Highlands can come for consultation. 

 Time is set aside to meet individually with students who need to talk confidentially. 

 Listening is one of the primary activities. 

 Special caring and guidance are provided to those students who learn differently. 

 Students who have learning, social, emotional, and speech problems can receive extra help with                                  

academic scheduling, college and career selection, and more.  

 Time is taken to evaluate a student's strengths and weaknesses. 

 Recommendations are made to enhance a student’s educational experience. 

 Information is available for referral to services outside of Northern Highlands.  

Highly Qualified Teacher Status  

Please be advised that according to the No Child Left Behind Act, parents have a right to question a teacher’s highly 

qualified status. The law states that a parent may request whether the teacher has met state qualification and licens-

ing criteria for the grade level(s)/content in which the teacher provides instruction; whether the teacher is teaching 

under emergency or provisional status; through which state qualification or licensing criteria have been waived;  the 

baccalaureate degree held by the teacher; and the field of certification or degree. All teachers at Northern Highlands 

meet the requirements of being highly qualified as determined by the No Child Left Behind Act legislation. Questions 

should be directed to the principal. 

No Child Left Behind  

Northern Highlands Regional High School, in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX 

of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, does not discriminate on 

the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, or mental or physical handicaps in any of its policies, practices, or 

procedures.  Any questions or concerns relative to affirmative action or sexual harassment should be sent to Lyle 

Becourtney, District Affirmative Action Officer.  Questions concerning 504 should be directed to Kelly Peterfriend, 

504 Coordinator. 

Personal Attention from the School Counselors ………. 

Although the School Counseling Department has an "open door” policy, students are urged to follow these 

simple procedures for less urgent matters: 

 Visit the Counseling office and request an appointment to see your counselor with one of the secretaries. 

 You will receive an electronic pass to your NH email address after school the day before the appointment.  

Please note:  If you come in before or during school for the same day, you must get your pass from one of the 

secretaries . 

 Show your pass to the teacher whose class you are missing before going to the Counseling office.  The teacher 

always has the right to decline your pass (if a test is being given, etc.).  Ideally, study hall or lunch is the best 

time to schedule your appointment.  Do not miss valuable class time. 

 When you come in for your appointment, sign in and please speak with a secretary.  Do not just sit and wait 

without checking with a secretary. 
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Student Assistance Counselor  

 taken from Woodburn Press 

Help Stop Bullying  

Since most bullying take place “under the radar” of adults, it’s more important than ever for students to speak up and 

take a stand against bullying.  If you know that a student is being bullied at school, on the way to school, or online, let 

someone know.  Don’t think of this as “ratting” or “snitching.”    Think of it as standing up for what is right.   

If you are being harassed or intimidated at school or online, tell someone.  Let your parent(s) and friends know what’s 

going on; talk to your counselor or to a favorite teacher.  Bullies try to isolate those they are bullying.  Do not let that 

happen.  Tell someone! 

Treat others with Respect 

Whether or not your school is a safe, comfortable place to be, starts with how the students treat each other.   Are the 

students in your school respectful to one another?  Do they welcome new students?  Are they tolerant of those who 

are different from themselves?  Do they support each other?  School administrators and teachers make rules to keep 

students safe, but it’s the students who make their school a great place to be. 

Here is how you can Help 

Make others feel accepted.  You can help other students feel accepted by simply noticing them, making eye contact, 

and giving a friendly smile.  Just saying “hi” can help someone feel like he/she belongs. 

Be Supportive. Many students feel out of place, or like they don’t belong.  Be supportive to students who may be hav-

ing problems—and reach out to those who seem like they need a friend. 

Use peer pressure for good.  Peer pressure is usually seen in a negative way, but it can also be used for good.  When 

students join together behind a cause, or in support of a classmate, others are likely to follow.   



 

11  Student Services Bulletin  

ATTENDANCE POLICY REVISIONS & REMINDERS 

Please be reminded that all student attendance and discipline notices are electronically uploaded into your Genesis 
Parent Portal; hard copy notices are no longer mailed home.   

In light of this, parents have the option to receive email and text notifications to alert you as to when a letter for your 
child has been uploaded.  We highly recommend that parents sign up for this feature.  To do so, please follow the 
attached instructions.  

In addition, please be aware that we have made revisions to our student attendance policy.  According to NJAC 6A:32-
8.3(i), the only type of absence from school that will be considered exempt or excused are those for religious observa-
tions. In addition, we have also aligned our efforts with the Department of Education to combat student chronic absen-
teeism.   

Chronic absenteeism by definition is any student who is absent for more than 10% of the school days in which school is 
in session.  As a result, we have decreased the amount of allowable absences in a given course.  The following chart 
depicts the new number of allowable absences in a course.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be reminded that absences of any kind are included in this number (e.g. illnesses, doctor’s appointments, etc.).  
Furthermore, any student participating in a school sponsored activity or field trip will be considered present and not be 
counted in this total. In the event a student exceeds the allowed number of absences, they may be denied credit for 
the course.  Those student’s individual circumstances will then come under review of the Student Attendance Com-
mittee.   

Northern Highlands has always been of the belief that regular attendance at school is essential to the total educational 
success and achievement of our students.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regard-
ing student attendance or notifications.  Thank you for your attention and cooperation in these very important matters. 

 

From the desk of the Assistant Principal  

      Course 
Allowable 
Absences 

Warning 
Notice(s) 

Final 
Notice 

Denial of 
Credit 

Full-year 17 5 10 15 18 

Semester 8 4 6 9 

Health 9-12 (one quarter) 4 2 3 5 

P.E. 9-12 (three quarters) 13 5 10 14 
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NEW DISMISSAL PROCEDURES & TRAFFIC PATTERNS ON CAMPUS 

 

As you well know, students are dismissed at 2:36 PM each school day and 12:20 PM on minimum days. Beginning this 
school year, please know all school buses departing campus will stage on the service road located on the west side of 
campus – they depart campus at approximately 2:46 PM (and 12:30 PM on minimum days) via Elbrook Drive. 

 

In addition, please know that the only drop off and pick up of students from campus should ONLY take place in the 
Front Circle.  The service access to campus located on Elbrook Drive is now a one way exit from campus – cars will 
no longer be able to access the rear of the building for drop off, pick up, or any other reason from this location.   

 

All parents picking up their children may still do so in our Front Circle. Parking is available along the curb line of the en-
tire circle and parents will depart via Hillside Avenue. If you’ve ever been to Northern Highlands to drop off or pick up 
your child, you already know that this can be one of the most hectic times of the day. For school staff monitoring these 
times, it can also prove be one of the most dangerous.  Between parents, students, busses, and staff that enter and 
exit the campus, safely navigating the flow of traffic and ensuring the safety of pedestrians can be a challenge.   

 
To ensure a safe and orderly arrival and dismissal of students, we have an established routine that is well entrenched 
into our procedures.  They include: providing access to campus from West Maple Avenue and Hillside Avenue, 
adapting our front driveway to a one-way street during these times of the day, securing the gate accessing the west 
end of campus to prevent access during dismissal, and providing school staff to assist with traffic control.    
 
To assist in this effort, we ask that parents please adhere to these additional guidelines during drop off and pick up 
times: 
 

 Please DO NOT pick up or drop off your child from the middle of a lane. 
We know traffic can be heavy at times and we are all in a rush, however asking pedestrians to enter or exit ve-
hicles in the middle of the road can create a dangerous situation. This is compounded when school busses can 
create blind spots at times.  As much as we understand the sense of urgency we all feel at the beginning and 
the end of the day, please refrain from this practice.  Curbside loading and unloading of children is the safest 
method to transport your child to school. Also, when parking please do not block exits to the parking lots and 
always look to be sure the coast is clear when pulling away from curb. 

 

 The crosswalk in front of the school is NOT a loading or unloading zone. 
 We ask students to use the crosswalk to access the front parking lot or front circle to meet their ride home.  
 When someone blocks that walkway it creates a hazardous situation and prevents the flow of traffic.   A staff 
 member is on post at this location at all times to help in this process.  Please do your part in helping by not be
 ing an obstacle at this location.  
 
 Avoid parking too close to the traffic light on Hillside Avenue. 
 Especially at dismissal, when cars entering campus parking within 50 feet of the corner those cars block the 
 entrance to campus.  This creates congestion and that traffic spills on to the main roadway, subsequently not 
 allowing cars and school busses to gain access to the front circle.  If you elect to enter campus from Hillside 
 Avenue, please do not park in this area.  In addition, please be sure to never leave your car unattended during 
 arrival or dismissal – again, this just adds to traffic. 
 
We all are aware that in anything we do as a school, it takes a team effort to make us successful.  Please know that this 
information is also shared with students, staff, and school bus drivers so they may all do their part in conducting a safe 
and orderly arrival and dismissal of school.  As always, please feel free to contact Mr. Koth at ext. 501 with any ques-
tions or concerns regarding this matter. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
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September Calendar Dates 

September 5   Classes Begin—all students  

September 6   Back-to-School Night—Hopkins Hall—7 PM 

September 7   Registration Deadline for October 6 SAT and Subject Tests 

September 8   ACT Testing   

September 10    Rosh Hashanah—school closed 

September 19   Yom Kippur—school closed 

September 20   Bergen County Directors of Guidance College Fair at FDU 

September 25   Senior College Night & Financial Aid Night with HESAAn  

September 28   Registration Deadline for October 27 ACT Test 

 

Early October  

October 5   Registration Deadline for November 3 SAT and Subject Tests  

October 6   SAT 1 and Subject Testing at Northern Highlands   

October 8   Columbus Day—no classes for students 

October 11   “First Step” 9th Grade Program   


